2 \ DAILY STUDY

Lesson 8. Israel Approaches Mount Sinai

Passage: Read Exodus 18 - 20 Verse: Exodus 20:1-2

DAY 1 4&/ LET'S BEGIN:
1. According to Ex. 19:1 when did Israel enter into the wilderness of Sinai?

2. What names did God use to describe the people in Exodus 3:19?

3. How many times did Moses go up the mountain in Exodus 18 - 20? Give the reference for each time you count.

DAY 2 ~CO FIND the FACTS:

1. What is significant to you about the mention of eagle’s wings in the middle of Exodus 19:4?

2. Where had God brought the people according to the end of Exodus 19:4? (Ex. 5:1; 8:1)
3. What are some unusual things you have seen God do in your family?

4. What promises and what conditions are in Exodus 5-67
Promises:

Conditions:
5. What was the response of all the people to God’s words from Moses? (19:8)
DAY 3 .‘ VERSE ANALYSIS: Please fill in the missing words.

Exodus 20:1-2 Then God spoke all these words, saying, " ___ the , who
brought you out of the land of Egypt ..."

1. Of what did God remind the people at the beginning of Exodus 20:4?

2. What do you know or what can you find out about how God has worked in the lives of your parents in the past?

3. What do you know or what can you find out about how God has worked in the lives of your grandparents in the past?

4. What do you know or what can you find out about how God has worked in the life of one of your teachers or a friend

in the past?
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DAY 4 @ THINK it THROUGH:
1. What were the people told to do in the three days before they met with God? (Ex. 19:10-11)

2. How is God'’s holiness evident in Exodus 19:12-13?
3. What are several things the people saw on the third day? (19:16-19)
4. What are several things the people heard on the third day? (19:16-19)

5. Who went up to the top of the mountain? (19:20)
6.  What was the response of the people at the end of Exodus 19:167

7. Plan to spend some extra time thinking about God’s ten laws this week.
A. What one or two things do you think are most important to God? (Mt. 22:37 -40)

B. How can you please God?
C. What things has God done for you that you can thank Him for?

8. What can you do to improve your relationship with God this week?

DAY 5 [ REMEMBER MOSES:

In what verses are recorded the Ten Commandments which God gave to Moses and the people? After God spoke to
the people, why did they ask Moses to speak to them for God? (Ex. 20:18-19) What was Moses' reply in verse 207?
What are some words you would use to describe God? What are some things He has done to bring you
where you are presently? What do you need to clean out of your life? If you were going to meet with God
in three days, what would you do to prepare?
Take time now to praise God for His creation, and thank Him for being the Creator.
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PASSAGE THOUGHTS

Lesson 8
Israel Approaches Mt. Sinai

God had been silent toward the Israelites for
over four hundred years, but He had not forgotten
His promise to deliver them from bondage, and
He was able to carry it out. The book of Exodus
shows a progression of God drawing the people
to Himself. God was not just interested in Moses
or any one leader. He wanted each and every in-
dividual to come to Him. Now God was preparing
to develop the communication necessary for them
to commune with Him.

God directed Moses to lead the people out
of Egypt, which separated them from direct Egyp-
tian influence even though there was still the
mixed multitude. The Israelite nation had no di-
rection to go other than to follow Moses and God.
God led them with a pillar of fire by night and a pil-
lar of cloud by day until they reached Mt. Sinai.

In Exodus 19 God began telling Moses what
to say to the people at Mt. Sinai. The Lorb told
Moses to remind them of what He had done to
the Egyptians and how He had brought them
safely to Himself. He used the picture of eagle’s
wings. This is a picture of how an eaglet is fully
prepared for flight before it ever begins to fly. For
an eagle this is important because it could fall to
its death from its high nest if it did not fly the first
time. Even it if does fall the mother eagle catches
it on her wings and returns it to the nest. God
prepared the Israelites just as carefully.

God also presented some promises and
conditions for Moses to deliver. Moses delivered
all of God's words to the people. Then the Lorp
God invited all the people to come worship Him at
Mt. Sinai. God is holy and the people could not
bear to listen even though they affirmed their in-
tentions to obey a number of times. The first
time God spoke to the people they responded in
fear. They told Moses to listen for them which
Moses did. God gave Moses the laws and
ordinances.

We must teach our children of God's desire
to draw each individual to Himself. Young

At

children do not need to memorize the Ten Com-
mandments; however, they can learn to count to
ten, and they can learn some of the summarized
version of God’s commandments from Matthew
22:37,39 "You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind.... You shall love your neighbor as your-
self." Older children can do more.

The laws God gave Moses showed that

man was not able to satisfy the requirement of a
holy and righteous God on his own. God even
provided a whole set of laws regarding sacrifices
to make when the law was broken. Each time,
God initiated the relationship between God and
man. See your Bible or the Story Page for more
details.

God is consistent about His rejection of sin.
God's law shows us that we cannot please Him.
We cannot keep His law, and sin does have con-
sequences. God is gracious and merciful, but
there will be a judgment day when He will ask
what we have done with Jesus. Jesus is our cov-
ering for sin if we have claimed Him; otherwise
we have no right to be in God's presence.

As we consistently teach our children to fol-
low the house rules, they will fail repeatedly, and
we can then teach them about the price and pay-
ment for sin. Natural consequences are a won-
derful way to associate these truths. As a child
disobeys a rule, he can learn that there must be a
payment for breaking the rules. Eventually he can
learn that Jesus made the payment for us. Are
the rules in your household enforceable? Are you
consistent in enforcing them? Which time do
your children obey - the first, the sixth or when
you get upset enough to enforce the rules? God
draws each of us. How are you and your family
responding to God this week?

PRAYER: Thank you, God, for our Bibles and for
drawing us to Yourself.
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passage together in order to strengthen your relationship with God, your family and others.

[PREPARE to SHARE: Review the passage, and use the questions to help draw the]] M

FOCUS: The Lord invited the people to worship Him at mount Sinai.

A. OBSERVE & O .

Who are the main and other characters?
2. Where is the action taking place, and what are the characters doing?

3. What words or phrases: a. occur frequently; b. should be defined for the students (include a definition)?
a.

4. What qualities, promises and/or commands of God do you see in this passage?

B. SUMMARIZE

Into what 2-4 sections would you divide this passage? Label the sections.

2. What information can be added by cross references?

3. Make a summary statement of ten words or less, uniquely identifying the passage.

C. APPLY @f”

From this passage what can you:
a. praise God for?

b. thank God for?
c. pray for yourself, your class and others?
2. To apply this passage you would:
To apply this passage a child would:
4. What applications can be made as questions?
a.

b.
C.

D. suARE AM $EKY.

What important points do you want to communicate to your class, and how?
a.
b.
c.
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PASSAGE SUMMARY

Lesson 8

Israel Approaches Mt. Sinai

Moses' second son was named Eliezer
because Moses said the God of his father was
his help and had delivered him from the sword
of Pharaoh. Moses had sent his wife, Zippo-
rah, and sons, Gershom and Eliezer, away
earlier, but his father-in-law, Jethro, brought
them back when the Israelites were out of

Egypt.

While Jethro was visiting Moses, he saw
and heard what had happened and believed in
the Lorp. He made a sacrifice to God with
Aaron and the elders of Israel. Then Jethro
watched Moses judge the people from morn-
ing until evening. Jethro suggested that
Moses teach the people God's statutes and
laws, and divide his duties among honest,
able men who feared God. Moses did as
Jethro suggested.

In the third
month Israel en-
tered the wilder-
ness of Sinai.
Moses went up
the mountain to
God, and God re-
minded him of

e

for them and told -
him that if the peo-
ple obeyed His voice and kept His covenant,

they would be His possession. When Moses
reported to the people, they said they would
do all the Lorp said.

The Lord instructed Moses to have the
people consecrate themselves, wash their
clothing and be ready for Him to come down
to them on the third day. The Lorp came
down to Mount Sinai in fire and smoke with
the people at the foot of the mountain. He
called Moses up the mountain and told him to
warn the people not to come too close.
Moses told the people.

The Lorp gave ten laws to the people.
When the people saw and heard the thunder
and lightning and the sound of the trumpet
with the mountain smoking, they were afraid
and asked Moses to speak to God for them.
Moses told the people not to be afraid and
went toward the thick cloud where God was.

God gave Moses instructions for sacri-
fices and offerings and specific laws. As we
will see in Exodus 23, God said that if the peo-
ple obeyed, He would prepare the way before
them. They would have the land from the
Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines and from
the wilderness to the Euphrates River, and the
inhabitants would be driven out. Moses re-
ported to the people, and they agreed to obey
all the Lorp required.

QUESTIONS:  What did Moses do at mount Sinai?

What did God do at mount Sinai?

What did the people do at mount Sinai to prepare for God?
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/ SUMMARY WORKSHEET: \Viite answers and prepare well.

™\

1.

What lesson focus will you communicate? (Consider truths about God and current applications.)

2.

How will you present the lesson? (Read the passage summary for ideas.)
Beginning statement:

Outline, dialogue, action, sounds, illustrations, etc.:

Ending statement:

. What questions will you ask? (Use: who, what, when, where; and how and write answers.)

a.

b.

C.
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Potential Discussion Questions

Who was Jethro? (Ex. 18:1-2)

Who was Moses' second son? (18:4)

What did Moses tell his father-in-law about God, and what was his response? (18:8-12)
What are some of your responses to what God has done in your life?

What need did Jethro perceive that Moses had? (18:13-16)

What solution did Jethro offer? (18:17-23) What did Moses do? (18:24-26)

Where did Israel arrive next? (19:1-2)

How many times did Moses ascend and descend the mountain in Exodus 19-207
What instructions was God giving Moses in Exodus 19?

What did God say to Israel in Exodus 207

How did the people respond to God? (20:18-19)

What causes you to tremble before God? \What should give us peace before God?
What did Moses tell the people about God? (20:20)

What commandments do we have today? Give a reference. (Mt. 22:36--40)
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