8.

9.

DAILY STUDY

Lesson 24: Jesus Speaks about the Law

Passage: Read Matthew 5:17-48 Verse: Matthew 5:44

LET'S BEGIN:
To whom does the Old Testament point? (Mt. 5:17; Jn. 5:39; Gal. 3:24)

Jesus confirmed that He did not come to abolish what two things? (Mt. 5:17)
What did Jesus come to do instead? (Mt. 5:17) How? (Jn. 19:30)
How much of the Law will be accomplished? (Mt. 5:18)

The Law and the Prophets is mentioned several times in the Scripture such as in Rom. 3:21. What do you think the
Law and the Prophets was?

What could the law of the Old Testament do? (Rm. 3:20)
What could the law of the Old Testament not do? (Hb. 101, 4)
What was the purpose of the sacrifices under the Old Testament Law? (Lv. 1: 1-4)

How often did the sacrifices have to be repeated? (Hb. 10: 1-3)

DAY 2 ~CO FIND the FACTS:

1

2.

7.

8.

What contrast is made in Matthew 5:19?

To what group does Jesus refer in Matthew 5:20?

What did Jesus think of their righteousness? (Mt. 5:20)

What does Isaiah 29:13-14 say about the people of that time?

To which law does Jesus refer in Matthew 5:217 (Ex. 20)

How does Jesus expand the meaning of that law in the heart? (Mt. 5:22)

What does Jesus say must happen before presenting an offering at the altar? (5:23-24)

What practical help was Matthew 5:25-267?

DAY 3 ', THINK it THROUGH:

1

2.

3.

4.

To which law does Jesus refer in Matthew 5:277? (Ex. 20)
How does Jesus point to the inward issue of this law? (Ex. 5:28)
What symbolism is given in Matthew 5:29-307?

What law is given in Matthew 5:337
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5. What is Jesus’ standard? (Mt. 5:34-37)

6. What law is noted in Matthew 5:387?

DAY 4 d VERSE ANALYSIS: Please fill in the missing words.

Matthew 5:44
".. love your , and for those who persecute you ..."

1. What were some of Jesus’ standards in Matthew 5:39-427?

2. What law is presented in Matthew 5:43?
3. What law is presented in Matthew 5:447?
4. Why do the wicked prosper according to Matthew 5:45?

5. Where do you fall short of meeting these standards?

o

DAY 5 b MEDITATE on MATTHEW:

How had the Pharisees corrupted the Law? (Mt. 23:13-33)

How are you trusting in your own ability to keep the Law like the Pharisees?

What hope is there under the law? (Rm. 3:19-23; 6:23)

How did Jesus fulfill the Law? (Mt. 27:50-51; Jn. 19:30; Hb. 9:11-14)

How can you be made free from the law? (Rm. 5:8-9; Gal. 2:19-21: Ep. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5)

Can you describe how you have been made free from the Law? If so, describe it briefly. If not, talk to someone about
how you can do this. (Jn. 1:12; 5:24; Rm. 10:9-10; Rm. 5:18-19)

RS IINESICI
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PASSAGE THOUGHTS

Lesson 24: Jesus Speaks About the Law

This passage teaches the difference be-
tween what God intended His law to mean
and what the Jewish religious rulers con-
strued it to mean. When something does not
suit us just right we too have the tendency to
modify it to fit our standards or our needs.
God's standard is Matthew 5:48. Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
That is a tall order; however, it is possible
through Jesus Christ who shed His blood for
us and satisfied the Law. The word perfect
here comes from the Greek word "teleios"
which signifies having reached an end, fin-
ished, complete, perfect. In this passage it
refers to being mature and complete in the
likeness of God.

There are several principles related to
the law in this passage. In each case Jesus
first refers to man’s interpretation of the Law
as opposed to God's intention for man to ful-
fill the spirit of the Law. The Law is intended
to expose both inward and outward sin and to
promote inward and outward righteousness.
It is a tutor to bring us to God (Gal. 3:24-25).
The law is to glorify God, and only God can
judge men because only He can see the
heart. Jesus fulfilled the law completely in
every detail and has made the covering for
our sin by His shed blood.

But what does that specifically mean to-
day? Jesus does forgive all who come to
Him. Does that mean we are free to do as
we please? Paul in Romans says no. To find
out what this means, we must spend time
getting to know God’'s Word and talking with
God. This is the way God aligns our hearts
and minds as we get to know and appreciate
who and what God really is and the wisdom
of His ways. This is the way we learn to cor-
rectly interpret the world and circumstances
in which God has placed us.

How do you see the circumstances in
which God has placed you? Think back to a
year ago today. What do you see and
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understand from God's perspective that you
did not see or understand then? |s your un-
derstanding a reflection of the time you have
spent with Him and His Word? \What steps
are you taking to guard your time with our
Lord and His Word?

With regard to one of the ten command-
ments the religious leaders would say that
they had not commited murder, but Jesus
challenged them to consider their inner self-
righteous motives and to pray for their ene-
mies, also. A small child would probably not
be able to describe an enemy as opposed to a
friend with adult vocabulary; however, some
children talk about "best friends" and "not best
friends," indicating those they like and don't
like at the moment. These relationships
sometimes depend on how much they are
able to get their own way in various
situations.

We must keep short accounts of sin in
relationships. One way is to include part of
the Lord'’s prayer from Matthew 6 in daily
prayer, deliberately choosing to forgive those
who have wronged you or whom you feel
have wronged you. Praying this each day
makes it difficult to hold a grudge very long.
Children forgive and move on quickly as do
many adults. As we take the beam out of our
own eyes, then we can more clearly see how
to show lovingkindness to an "enemy" and
pray for those who persecute us.

What do we pray for those who perse-
cute us? For anyone we can pray that they
will develop hearts which will desire to know
God, and that God will draw them to Himself.
There may not be anyone else who is praying
for your particular "enemy."

PRAYER: Help us forgive others as You have
forgiven us. Help us have hearts
which desire to serve You.
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M ﬂ PREPARE to SHARE: Review the passage, and use the questions to help draw z‘he]] M

passage together in order to strengthen your relationship with God, your family and others.

FOCUS: You be perfect; the scribes and Pharisees' righteousness falls short.

A. OBSERVE & O,

Who are the main and other characters?

2. Where is the action taking place, and what are the characters doing?

3. What words or phrases: a. occur frequently; b. should be defined for the students (include a definition)?

a.

4. What qualities, promises and/or commands of God do you see in this passage?

B. SUMMARIZE

Into what 2-4 sections would you divide this passage? Label the sections.

2. What information can be added by cross references?

3. Make a summary statement of ten words or less uniquely identifying the passage.

C. APPLY @fb

—

From this passage what can you:
a. praise God for?

b. thank God for?

c. pray for yourself, your family and your class?

2. To apply this passage you would:

3. To apply this passage a student would:

4. What applications can be made as questions?

a.
b.
C.

D. suARE A PEKY.

What important points do you want to communicate to your class, and how?
a.
b.
c.
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PASSAGE SUMMARY

Lesson 24

Jesus Speaks About the Law

Jesus said He came to fulfill the
Law and the Prophets, not to do away
with them. The people were used to hear-
ing the many laws and regulations of the
religious leaders and had lost sight of
what God really required.

Jesus sald the scribes and Phari-
sees had made outward rules to be fol-
lowed, but they were breaking God's laws
in their hearts. In fact, Jesus said that
even the smallest little letter or stroke of
the Law would be accomplished.

Jesus explained how murder was
punished by the court, but that hatred in
the heart was the same as murder before
God. The people were responsible to
make relationships right between one an-
other.

Jesus explained how some of these
commandments should be carried out.
People should tell the truth and carry out
what they promised. They should not only
love their neighbors, but also pray for
their enemies instead of hating them. God
sends the rain to fall on the righteous and
the unrighteous. He loves them all.

Finally Jesus said the real goal is to
be perfect as our heavenly Father is per-
fect. Jesus showed how that was possible
through His life. He fulfilled the Law for us
since we cannot keep the Law ourselves.

QUESTIONS: What did Jesus come to do?
What were the scribes and Pharisees doing with the Law?
What happens in the heart?

BIBLE VERSE: Matthew 5:44 "... love your enemies, and pray for those who
persecute you ..."
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/ SUMMARY WORKSHEET: \Vrite answers and prepare well.

I\

1.

What lesson focus will you communicate to the students? (Consider truths about God and current
applications.)

2.

How will you present the lesson? (Read the passage summary for ideas.)
Beginning statement:

Outline, dialogue, action, sounds, illustrations, etc.:

Ending statement:

3.

What questions will you ask the students? (Use: who, what, when, where; and how and write answers.)
a.

b.

C.

O 0N OO

Potential Discussion Questions

To whom does the Old Testament point? (Mt. 5:17; Jn. 5:39; Gal. 3:24)

Jesus confirmed that He did not come to abolish what two things? (Mt. 5:17)

What did Jesus come to do instead? (Mt. 5:17) How? (Jn. 19:30)

How much of the Law will be accomplished? (Mt. 5:18)

Scripture often mentions the Law and the Prophets. What do you think these are?

What could the law of the Old Testament do? (Rm. 3:20) ... not do? (Hb. 10:1, 4)

What was the purpose of the sacrifices under the Old Testament Law? (Lv. 1: 1-4)

How often did the sacrifices have to be repeated? (Heb. 10: 1-3) What is the contrast? (Mt. 5:19)
Who did Jesus refer to in Matthew 5:20, and what did He think of their righteousness?

. What does Isaiah 29:13-14 say about the people of that time?

To which law did Jesus refer in Matthew 5:21? (Ex. 20)

How did Jesus expand the meaning of that law in the heart? (Mt. 5:22)

What did Jesus say must happen before presenting an offering at the altar? (Mt. 5:23-24)

What practical help is Matthew 5:25-267

To which law did Jesus refer in Matthew 5:27? (Ex. 20) How did Jesus point to its inward issue?
(Ex. 5:28)

What symbolism is given in Matthew 5:29-307

What law is given in Matthew 5:337 What is Jesus' standard? (Mt. 5:34-37)

What law is noted in Matthew 5:38? \What were some of Jesus' standards in Matthew 5:39-42?
What law is presented in Matthew 5:43? ... in 5:44?

. Why do the wicked prosper (Mt. 5:45), and where do you fall short of meeting these standards?
. See Day b for additional questions.
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