DAILY STUDY

Lesson 37: The Good Shepherd

Passage: Read John 10

Verse: John 10:11

To whom was Jesus talking? (Jn. 9:40)

Whom did Jesus describe as a thief and a robber? (10:1)

Who is a shepherd? (10:2)

Describe what happens according to John 10:3-5.

Did the Pharisees understand this figure of speech? Explain. (10:6)

How did Jesus describe Himself in John 10:7-107?

How did Jesus describe the others in John 10:8-107

DAY 2 e" VERSE ANALYSIS: Please fill in the missing words.

John 10:11

'l am the shepherd; the good shepherd

sheep.”

His

for the

Who did Jesus say He was according to John 10:11, and what does He do?

Review this verse several times this week, and emphasize a different word each time. Write down what you learn

from each word you emphasize.
a
b)
c)
d
e)

DAY 3 ~CO FIND the FACTS:
What will a hireling do, and why? (Jn. 10:12-13)

1

2.

What is characteristic of the good shepherd? (10:14-15)

What do you think Jesus is explaining in John 10:16?

What does it say about the Father loving the Son? (10:17 -18)

What division was created? (10:19-21)

What feast was taking place in Jerusalem? (10:22)

Where was Jesus, and what did the Jews ask Him there? (10:23-24)
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DAY 4 ', THINK it THROUGH:

1

10.

Give several important points from John 10:25-30.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Which points are important to you, and why? (Jn. 10:25-30)

Why do you think the Jews were ready to stone Jesus? (10:31)
What did Jesus ask the Jews? (10:32)

Why did they say they were going to stone Him? (10:33)
What was Jesus’ response? (10:34-38)

What did they still want to do? (10:39)

Where did Jesus go? (10:40)

What were the people saying there? (10:41)

What did many people do there? (10:42)

5
DAY 5 / JOURNEY through JOHN:

1

2. How do you recognize the voice of your shepherd, and how does it change your life?
3. Do you see Jesus Christ as a stranger or as your Shepherd? Explain.

4.

Who are you following?

How has the shepherd been good to you?
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PASSAGE THOUGHTS

Lesson 37: The Good Shepherd

Jesus had just been talking to the Pharisees
at the Feast of Tabernacles in later October. He
was explaining the difference between blindness
and sight. Then Jesus told them about the
shepherd and his sheep. This story tells us
something about God so that people may see;
however, the Pharisees were spiritually blind.

Sheepfolds of that day were public property.
Each evening shepherds would take their sheep to
the public sheepfold and turn them in for the
night. The next morning the shepherds would
present themselves to the doorkeeper who would
allow them in to gather their sheep.

Jesus explained that those who enter some
way other than through the door are thieves and
robbers. Jesus entered the door legally in
fulfillment of many prophecies (Gal. 4:4; Lk. 1:32;
Mic. 5:2; Isa. 7:14; 11:1). Only He had the proper
credentials.

The dpprkeeper of the door is the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit opens the ears of the sheep to
hear the voice of the shepherd, just as the blind
man heard Jesus call. When a shepherd preaches
God's Word today, the sheep hear and recognize
the shepherd'’s voice. Those who do not hear the
shepherd'’s voice are not his sheep. Those who
are eager for the Word of God are His sheep.

Then Jesus gave a related illustration. This
time Jesus described Himself as the door of the
sheep. The sheep had not heard those who were
thieves and robbers. As John 14:6 says, Jesus is
the way; no man comes to the Father other than
through Him. Jesus offers salvation, protection,
freedom and provisions. He offers life. A thief
only offers destruction, but there is liberty for
those who are sons of God.

How could Jesus be both the shepherd and
the door? A sheepfold did not have a physical
door that opened and closed. The door was an
individual who guarded the entrance with his own
body. Jesus is not only the shepherd, but He is
also the One who stays in the doorway as the
door.

Earlier Jesus was described as the Lamb of
God (Jn. 1:29). Now He is described as the Good
Shepherd and the Door. Jesus identified with us
as sheep. Now He cares for us as both the
Shepherd and the Door. He is both God and man.

Jesus emphasized the importance of
knowing Him. His sheep know Him, and He
knows them. Jesus knows the Father, and the
Father knows Him. Do you know or want to know

Primary Teacher’s Study Guide

the Shepherd? \What are you doing to learn about
the Shepherd? Are you growing in your
knowledge of Him through His Word, or are you
ignoring Him except as a weekly ritual? Do you
understand what it means that Jesus would even
lay down His life for the sheep?

Jesus explained that there were sheep other
than the ones who were of the fold of Israel.
There would be one fold and one Shepherd over
both Jew and Gentile.

Jesus would lay down His own life. No one
had power over Him. He gave His life freely.
Jesus was in full control of all that happened at
His arrest, His trials, His crucifixion and His
resurrection. The soldiers could only take Him
because He said it was the right time. They had
not been able to take Him earlier. The Jews did
not want to put Jesus to death on a feast day for
fear of the crowds. However, Jesus gave Himself
as the final Passover Lamb at the time of the
Passover feast. It was His timetable all the way.

Again Jesus was talking to Jews in the
temple porch area. This was two months later at
the feast of Dedication in December. Many had
believed who Jesus was, but the Jews acted as
though it was Jesus' fault that they did not know
who He was. Jesus' teaching, His life and His
miracles demonstrated who He was. His
credentials were superb, but unbelieving hearts
clearly demonstrated their agenda.

True sheep not only hear the voice of the
shepherd, but they also follow Him. Here Jesus
stated the plain truth that He gives eternal life to
the sheep. The sheep do not work for it. Sheep
are only safe because they have a good shepherd.
They have no way of protecting or even
understanding how to protect themselves. We
only have eternal life because of the Shepherd,
not because of what we have done or can do.
Again Jesus stated the oneness of His relationship
with the Father. Many may question this truth
today, but the Jews knew exactly what Jesus was
saying. They were stoning Him because He called
Himself God. The religious leaders rejected Him,
but many others believed on Him. Where do you
stand? Do you love His Word? Do you hear His
voice through His Word and follow Him?

PRAYER: Father, thank you for sending Your Son
to be the Lamb of God, the Good
Shepherd, and the Door of the sheep.
Thank you for calling our names.
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PREPARE to SHARE: Review the passage, and use the questions to help draw the]] M

passage together in order to strengthen your relationship with God and others.

FOCUS: Jesus, the good shepherd, would lay down His life for the sheep.

OBSERVE &' O .

A.
1. Who are the main and other characters?
2. Where is the action taking place, and what are the characters doing?
3. What words or phrases: a. occur frequently; b. should be defined?
a.
b.
4. What qualities, promises and/or commands of God do you see in this passage?
B. SUMMARIZE
1. Into what 2-4 sections would you divide this passage? Label the sections.
2. What information can be added by cross references?
3. Make a summary statement of ten words or less, uniquely identifying the passage.

APPLY @ ft:

C.
1. From this passage what can you:
a. praise God for?
b. thank God for?
c. pray for yourself and others?
2. To apply this passage you would:
3. What applications can be made as questions?
a.
b.
c.
D. sHARE AM PRKF.

What important points do you want to communicate to others, and how?
a.
b.
C.
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PASSAGE SUMMARY

Lesson 37: The Good Shepherd

Jesus was talking to the Pharisees after He
healed the blind man. The Pharisees had asked if
Jesus was saying that they were actually blind,
too. Jesus began telling them a story about sheep
and shepherds.

Jesus said that anyone who enters the
sheep fold by any way other than the door is a
thief and a robber. The one who enters through
the door is a shepherd of the sheep. The
doorkeeper will open the door for the shepherd.

The sheep know the voice of their shepherd,
and the shepherd knows his sheep by name. The
shepherd calls his sheep by name, and they follow
him out. They will run from a stranger rather than
follow him because they do not know his voice.

The Pharisees did not understand that
Jesus was talking about them in this story so He
continued explaining it. Jesus said that He is the
door of the sheep. Those who came before Him
were thieves and robbers. The sheep would not
follow them because they did not recognize their
voices.

Jesus said that if anyone entered through
Him, he would be saved. These could go in and
out and find pasture. A thief only comes to steal,
kill and destroy. Jesus said that He came so that
they could not only have life but also have it
abundantly.

Jesus said that He was the good shepherd.
He noted that the good shepherd even lays down
His life for the sheep. A hireling, who does not
own the sheep, will run away and leave the sheep
when a wolf comes. Then the wolf can come in
and snatch the sheep and scatter them. A hireling
runs away because he does not care about the
sheep.

Again Jesus said that He was the good
shepherd who knows His sheep, and they know
Him. It was even as the Father knows Him and as
He knew the Father. Jesus would lay down His
life for the sheep. Jesus said that He had other
sheep that He would bring to join the fold because
they would know His voice. The Father loves
Him, because He would lay down His life and take
it up again for the sheep. Jesus explained that no
one would take His life away from Him. He would

lay it down on His own initiative with authority from
His Father.

The Jews began
murmuring at what Jesus was
saying. Many thought he had
a demon and was insane.
They did not want the people
listening to Him. Others did -
not think a demon could open ~—-
the eyes of a blind man.

This happened at the Feast of the
Dedication in the winter at Jerusalem. Jesus was
walking in the portico of Solomon in the temple.
The Jews gathered around and wanted Him to tell
them plainly if He was the Christ.

Jesus answered by saying that He had
already given them the answer, but they would not
believe. Jesus pointed to the works that He did in
His Father's name. Jesus said they did not
believe because they were not His sheep. Jesus
said that He gives eternal life to His sheep, and
no one can snatch them out of His hand. Jesus
said that He and His Father are one.

At those words the Jews took up stones to
stone Him. Jesus questioned them about which of
the good works from the Father was driving them
to stone Him. They said they were stoning Him for
blasphemy since He was calling Himself God, not
because of His good works.

Jesus asked them if they were calling the
One that the Father sent into the world a
blasphemer because He said that He was the Son
of God. He pointed out that if He did not do the
works of the Father, that they should not believe
Him. If He did do the works of the Father, they
should believe what they saw. Then they would
understand that the Father was in Him, and He
was in the Father.

At that they tried to seize Him again, but He
eluded them. Jesus left and went away beyond
the Jordan to where John was first baptizing.
Many people went to Him there. They believed
that everything John had said about Him was true.

S

QUESTIONS:

Who was Jesus talking to, and what story did Jesus tell them?

What was Jesus really saying about the Pharisees, and how did they respond?
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l l SUMMARY WORKSHEET: \|Viite answers and prepare well. l l

1. What passage focus could you share with a friend? (Consider truths about God and current applications.)

2. How could you present the passage? (Read the passage summary for ideas.)
Beginning statement:

Outline, dialogue, action, sounds, illustrations, etc.:

Ending statement:

3. What questions could you ask? (Use: who, what, when, where; and how and write answers.)
a.

b.
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