Lesson 13
Acts 17

Paul Answers the Philosophers

S

Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures
daily, to see whether these things were so. Many of them therefore
believed, along with a number of prominent Greek women and men.
Acts 17:11-12
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Story 13:

Acts 17

Paul Answers the Philosophers

Paul and Silas continued traveling. They went
through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica. Paul went to the synagogue. He
taught from the Scriptures for three Sabbaths. He
explained and gave evidence that Jesus was the
Christ who suffered and rose again from the dead.

Some were persuaded to believe. Many
joined Paul and Silas along with some
God-fearing Greeks and leading women. Others
chose to oppose them. The jealous Jews
gathered some wicked men to make a maob.

The Jews set the city in an uproar. They went
to Jason's house to find Paul and Silas. When
they did not find the men, they dragged Jason into
the street. They started taking about how Paul
and Silas were prophesying about Jesus, a king
other than Caesar. They kept Jason and the
others until they got a promise from them.

The brethren quickly sent Paul and Silas to
Berea at night. There they entered the synagogue
of the Jews. The Bereans were described as
being noble minded. In comparison to those in
Thessalonica, they studied the Scriptures daily to
see if what they were being taught was right.
Many believed including prominent Greek women
and men.

When the Jews in Thessalonica heard about
Paul and Silas being in Berea, they soon came to
stir up the crowd. The brethren sent Paul as far
away as the sea while Silas and Timothy stayed
there.

At Athens Paul instructed them to send Silas
and Timothy to him as soon as possible. While
Paul was waiting in Athens, his spirit was being
provoked by all the idols in the city. Paul
reasoned with whoever was present of the Jews
and God-fearing Gentiles in the synagogue.

There were also some Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers who conversed with him. Some
wondered what this idle babbler would say.
Others thought he was teaching about strange
deities. They had been hearing about Jesus and
the resurrection.

They took Paul to the Areopagus. They
wanted to know what he was talking about. It was
something new, and they liked to hear about new
things.

Paul addressed the men of Athens. He
observed that they were very religious in every
way. He had seen what they were worshiping.

He had even found an altar "To an unknown
God." Paul said he would tell them about the God
they did not know.

Paul described how God had created the world
and everything in it. This God is Lord of heaven
and earth. He does not dwell in a temple made by
human hands. He does not need anything. He
gives life and breath to all things. He made one
man, and from him came every nation on the face
of the earth. He determined when and where
each should live.

He made them to seek God, who is not far
from each of us. It is by Him that we even live and
move and exist. Some of their own poets had
said they came from God. The Divine Nature is
not like gold or silver or stone. It is not an image
formed by the art or thought of man.

God is willing to overlook the times of
ignorance. He wants man to repent. There will
be a day when He will judge the world in
righteousness through His Son Jesus Christ. God
has raised Him from the dead.

When the men of Athens heard about the
resurrection of the dead they began to react.
Some sneered while others wanted to hear more.

Paul left. Some men joined him and believed.
Included were Dionysius and a woman named
Damaris as well as others.

QUESTIONS:  To whom did Paul talk?
What was one thing they were worshiping?
What are some things Paul told the philosophers?
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Lesson 13: Paul Answers the Philosophers I

Passage for Study 5

. Acts 17

DAY 1 g ACTIVITY PAGE: Doas many of the activities as You can.

Some of the /o[aces in this passage are [ hessalonica, Berea and Athens.
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Fdl in the blanks below with Paul’s c[escréloﬁon
of the Unknown God from Acts I7.

God the world (24). He is of
and (24). God gives to all and
and (25). From one God made every
of to live on all the face of the

(26). God is not far (27).
In Him we and and (28). The Divine
Nature is not like or or . Itis not
an ofthe ___ and of man (29). God
Is now declaring that all men should

(30). There is a fixed day in which He will
the in through a

whom He has . whom He raised from the
(31).
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DAY 2 & BIBLE STORY: Who can /w[/o You read the story?
Listen carefu[[y as someone reads the passage and the story page to you this week.

Be reac{y to tell them what You think (s L'm/oorfant about the passage and ask
quesﬂons about f/u'ngs you do not understand. Get /w[/o with the fo[[owmg czuesﬂons.
1. What do you think (s L'm,/oorfanf about the passage sﬁory?

2. How can this passage sfory /w[/o you grow?

DAY 3 @ BIBLE VERSE: Acts /7://-12a

Now these were more noble-minded than those in
[ hessalonica, for t/wy recelved the word with greaf eagerness,
e)caménmg the Scrélotures c{aély, to see whether these t/ulngs
were so. Mcmy of them therefore believed, a[ong with a

/‘LUJTLA@/" 07[' /D/" omtinent GF 66/é’, women an,c{ men.

DAY 4 l SENTENCE BLANKS: Please fill in the missing letters.
1. Faul taug/uf inthe ynagogues that ___ esus isthe ___ hrist. (Acts I7:1-3)

2. Many God-?pearmg ____entiles and a number of - eadmg women ____oined Faul
and Silas. (Acts 17:14)

3. In Thessalonica the ealows ews formed a ob and set the city in an

wproar. (Acts I7:1, 5)
4. The ___ thenians (I7:21]) heard about Paul's reasoning (n the synagogue and the
__arket ___lace. T/wy wanted to hear these ____ ew teac/u'n,gs. (17:19-20)

5. Paul said he was gotng to tell them about what 'é/wy were ors/lélomg tn

___gnorance. (Acts 17:23)
6. Some Aegan to ___ neer, and some ___oined him and ____ elieved. (Acts 32, 34)

DAY 5 ﬂ THINK, TALK, DO: What do you think; who can you talk with; what will you do?
1. What do the words "agétate" and "stir u/.a" mean? (I7:5, 8, 13)

2. What does it mean to be ulorovoked ?" What had Faul seen in Athens that caused his
s/oérit to be "/orovoéec{ " (I7:16-17) What causes your s/oirét to be /orovoked to action today?
How does your rece/oféon of the word of God compare with that of the Bereans? (I7:11-12)
What Scrilofures do you think the Bereans had to sfudy?

How many of the Old Testament books can you list from memory?

How would You define these words: receive, eager, examine, dai[y?

How would You describe Jesws to someone who does not know who He is?

Y NOoO ok

-54 Acts 1-17: The YOU\V\Q Church, Quarter 1 LOT © 2003



Lesson 13
Acts 17

Paul Answers
the Philosophers

)
N

ansusers

Kindev‘gay‘fen Devotional S’ru\dy -NASB 7Z\|p|/\c\be’r pages A-83



A-84  Acts 1-17: The Young Church, Quarter 1 LOT © 2003





