
DAILY STUDY

Lesson 13:  Paul Answers the Philosophers

Passage:  Read Acts 17                                 Verse:  Acts 17:11-12

DAY 1  z  LET'S BEGIN:

1. What does "agitating and stirring up" mean? (Acts 17:8, 13)

2. Who were the ones doing the stirring up, and why? (17:5, 13)

DAY 3 m FIND the FACTS:

1. The Athenians heard about Paul's reasoning in the synagogue and the market place.  Why did they want to hear him

according to Acts 17:19-20? 

2. What did Paul say he was going to proclaim to them according to Acts 17:23?

3. Give one point which Paul gave the Athenians from each of the following verses:

24:

25:

26:

27:

28:

29:

30:

31:

DAY 2  ]  VERSE ANALYSIS:  Please fill in the missing words.

Acts 17:11-12a
Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they ________________ the

word with great __________________, __________________ the Scriptures __________, {to see}
whether these things were so.  ________ of them __________________ believed, along with a
number of prominent Greek women and men.

1. What do you think "noble-minded" means?

2. Define these words:

a. receive
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b. eager

c. examine

d. daily

3. What was the result in Acts 17:12 of the actions and attitudes in Acts 17:11?

4. How does your reception of the word of God compare with that of the Bereans in Acts 17:11-12a?

DAY 4 M THINK it THROUGH:

1. What were 2 reactions Paul received according to Acts 17:32?

2. What was another response according to Acts 17:34? 

3. How would you describe Jesus to someone who does not know who He is? 

DAY 5  h LOOKING THROUGH LUKE'S EYES:  Answer questions below.

1. What answers do you have for man's philosophy?

2. What are some philosophical issues you have observed or have had to confront in some way?

3. What has been your response, and what should be your response?

4. What did Paul see in Athens that caused his spirit to be "provoked?" (Acts 17:16-17) 

5. What causes your spirit to be provoked today?  

6. What Scriptures do you think the Bereans had to study? 

7. How many of the Old Testament books can you list from memory?
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PASSAGE THOUGHTS

Lesson 13:  Paul Answers the Philosophers

A-76 Acts 1-17:  The Young Church, Quarter 1

It appears that Luke did not accompany Paul, Silas
and Timothy after they left Philippi since the account
continues in the third person.  The men spent three
days traveling to Thessalonica some one hundred
miles away, stopping at Apollonia and Amphipolis
(about thirty miles apart) during the two nights.  Some
have suggested that they traveled on horses loaned
from Philippi since Paul was severely beaten.  The
noting of a synagogue in Thessalonica may indicate
that there were no synagogues in the other towns.  

Thessalonica was the capital and the most
important city of Macedonia with a population of some
200,000.  It was a major port and commercial center.
Again Paul approached the Jews first even though he
had suffered much from them.  Here too, he had to be
quickly ushered away to Berea by night some fifty
miles away.  Again he entered the synagogue.  This
time he reasoned with them, that is, carried on
discussions centering around questions from the
listeners regarding Jesus Christ.  The Bereans were
eager listeners.  

The opposition that soon arose came from Jews
from Thessalonica.  The Bereans actually studied the
Scriptures to see if what they were hearing was true.
Since Paul was not present when they arrived, they
harassed Jason the homeowner.  When Paul learned
what happened, he knew he must leave.  Silas and
Timothy were able to stay in Berea to continue
teaching the people.  They escorted Paul to Athens,
perceiving that there was no safe place for him in
Macedonia.  Paul sent word to have Silas and Timothy
join him as soon as possible.  

On January 7, 1855, Charles H. Spurgeon
addressed his congregation with these words:

"It has been said by someone that 'the proper study
of mankind is man.'  I will not oppose the idea, but I
believe it is equally true that the proper study of God's
elect is God; the proper study of a Christian is the
Godhead.  The highest science, the loftiest speculation,
the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the
attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the
person, the work, the doings, and the existence of the
great God whom he calls his Father....  I know nothing
which can so comfort the soul; so calm the swelling
billows of grief and sorrow; so speak peace to the winds
of trial, as a devout musing upon the subject of the
Godhead. ("The Immutability of God," in the New Park
Street Pulpit [Pasadena, Tex.:  Pilgrim, 1981],1)"
These words are still valid today.  By the time Paul

arrived in Athens, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle had
already taught there.  It was the philosophical center of
the ancient world, the home of the world's most
famous university.  It was also a religious center where

almost every god in existence was worshiped.  Paul
saw a city of doomed people. 

Paul spoke in the synagogue on the Sabbath and
with anyone who would listen in the marketplace
during the week.  He even debated with Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers.  The Epicureans aimed for pleasure
and avoided pain, being practical atheists.  They were
materialists who believed that the gods did not
intervene in the affairs of men.  They believed in no
afterlife.  The Stoics sought self-mastery by being
indifferent to pleasure and pain.  They were pantheists.
Both opposed Paul.  

After hearing about Paul they took him to the
Areopagus, a court.  There he was informally required
to give an account of himself.  The listeners were used
to hearing new things as a pastime.  

Paul's message centered around learning how to
know the unknown God, whom they apparently
worshiped.  He said it is important to know who He is
and what He has said.  God's existence is not provable
through a scientific experiment or a mathematical
equation.  However, it is rational and logical in a cause-
and-effect world.  Common sense indicates that every
effect has a cause, and there must be an uncaused
First Cause.  A similar statement viewpoint is that
everything that begins to exist has a cause (Heb. 3:4).

A pile of building materials in the path of a storm is
not likely to create a house.  A design requires a
designer.  Random chance could not have established
a universe with the order and complexity such as ours
exhibits (Ps. 94:9).  Atheism appeals to those who
wish to avoid judgment for their sinful lifestyle.  Paul
declared that God not only exists, but also can be
known.  Paul presented God as the creator, ruler,
giver, controller and revealer.    

The second law of thermodynamics shows that
everything is proceeding from a more ordered to a less
ordered state.  This is the opposite of the evolutionary
model.  The fossil record provides no evidence
whatsoever of intermediate forms (Eph. 3:9).  

Then Paul went through each of the other points
one by one.  After introducing who God is, he declared
that all men everywhere should repent.  Jesus Christ is
the only means of salvation.  Someday God will judge
the world in righteousness.  God showed His approval
of His Son Jesus Christ by raising him from the dead.

There was the usual response.  Some believed,
some did not, and some said they wanted to hear
more.  What is your response:  accept, reject or delay?

PRAYER:  Father, thank you for giving Paul the
answers for the philosophers.  



A.  OBSERVE Nm : 

1. Who are the main and other characters?

2. Where is the action taking place, and what are the characters doing?

3. What words or phrases:  a. occur frequently; b. should be defined (include a definition)?

a.

b.

 

4. What qualities, promises and/or commands of God do you see in this passage?

B.  SUMMARIZE zb: 

1. Into what 2-4 sections would you divide this passage? Label the sections.

2. What information can be added by cross references?

3. Make a summary statement of ten words or less, uniquely identifying the passage.

C.  APPLY nt: 

1. From this passage what can you:

a.  praise God for?

b.  thank God for?

c.  pray for yourself, your family and others?

2. To apply this passage you would:

3. To apply this passage a child would:

4. What applications can be made as questions?

a.

b.

c.

D.  SHARE er: 

1. What important points do you want to communicate to your family, and how?

a.

b.

c.
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FOCUS:  Paul proclaimed the unknown God to the religious Athenian philosophers.

PREPARE to SHARE:  Review the passage, and use the questions to help draw the
passage together in order to strengthen your relationship with God, your family and others.



PASSAGE SUMMARY

Lesson 13:  Paul Answers the Philosophers

QUESTIONS: Who did Paul talk to?  What was one thing they were worshiping?  
What are some things Paul told the philosophers?

BIBLE VERSE: Acts 17:11-12  Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for
they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see
whether these things were so.  Many of them therefore believed, along with a
number of prominent Greek women and men.
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Paul and Silas continued traveling.  They went
through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica.  Paul went to the synagogue.  He
taught from the Scriptures for three Sabbaths.  He
explained and gave evidence that Jesus was the
Christ who had suffered and risen again from the
dead.

Some were persuaded to believe.  Many joined
Paul and Silas along with some God-fearing
Greeks and leading women.  Others chose to
oppose them.  The jealous Jews gathered some
wicked men to make a mob.  

The Jews set the city in an uproar.  They went
to Jason's house to find Paul and Silas.  When the
Jews did not find Paul and Silas, they dragged
Jason into the street.  The Jews complained that
Paul and Silas were prophesying about Jesus, a
king other than Caesar.  They kept Jason and the
others until they got a promise from them.

The brethren quickly sent Paul and Silas to
Berea at night.  There they entered the synagogue
of the Jews.  The Bereans were noble-minded.  In
contrast to those in Thessalonica, they studied the
Scriptures daily to see if what they were being
taught was right.  Many believed including
prominent Greek women and men.

When the Jews in Thessalonica heard that
Paul and Silas were in Berea, they soon came to
stir up the crowd.  The brethren sent Paul as far
away as the sea while Silas and Timothy stayed in
Berea.  

At Athens Paul instructed the brethren to send
Silas and Timothy to him as soon as possible.
While Paul was waiting in Athens, his spirit was
being stirred up by all the idols in the city.  Paul
reasoned with whomever was present of the Jews
and God-fearing Gentiles in the synagogue.  

Some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also
conversed with Paul.  Some wondered what this
idle babbler would say.  Others thought he was
teaching about strange deities.  They had been
hearing about Jesus and the resurrection.  

The philosophers took Paul to the Areopagus.
They wanted to know what he was talking about.

It was something new,
and they liked to hear
about new things.

Paul addressed the
men of Athens.  He
observed that they
were very religious in
every way.  He had
seen what they were
worshiping.  He had
even found an altar "to an unknown God."  Paul
said he would tell them about the God they did not
know.  

Paul described how God had created the world
and everything in it.  This God is Lord of heaven
and earth.  He does not dwell in a temple made by
human hands.  He does not need anything.  He
gives life and breath to all things.  He made one
man, and from him came every nation on the face
of the earth.  He determined when and where
each should live.  

He made us to seek God, who is not far from
each of us.  It is by Him that we even live and
move and exist.  Some of the Greeks' own poets
had said they came from God.  The Divine Nature
is not like gold or silver or stone.  It is not an image
formed by the art or thought of man.  

God is willing to overlook the times of
ignorance.  He wants man to repent.  There will
be a day when He will judge the world in
righteousness through His Son Jesus Christ.  God
has raised Him from the dead.  

When the men of Athens heard about the
resurrection of the dead they began to react.
Some sneered while others wanted to hear more.

Paul left.  Some men joined him and believed.
Dionysius and a woman named Damaris were
included as well as others. 



Potential Discussion Questions
1. What does words "agitating" and "stirring up" mean? (Acts 17:5, 8, 13)
2. Who were the ones doing the stirring up, and why? (17:5, 13)
3. The Athenians (17:21) heard about Paul's reasoning in the synagogue and the market place.  Why did they

want to hear him according to 17:19-20? 
4. What did Paul say he was going to proclaim to them according to verse 23?
5. Give one point from each of the following verses which Paul gave the Athenians: 24-31.
6. What do you think it means to be noble?
7. Define these words:  a. receive, b. eager, c. examine, d. daily.
8. What was the result in Acts 17:12 of the actions and attitudes in Acts 17:11?
9. How does your reception of the word of God compare with the Bereans in Acts 17:11-12a?
10. What were 2 reactions Paul received from Acts 17:32?
11. What was another response according to Acts 17:34? 
12. How would you describe Jesus to someone who does not know who He is? 
13. What answers do you have for man's of philosophy?
14. What are some philosophical issues you have observed or have had to confront in some way?
15. What has been your response, and what should be your response?
16. What did Paul see in Athens that caused his spirit to be "provoked?" (17:16-17) 
17. What causes your spirit to be provoked today?  
18. What Scriptures do you think the Bereans had to study? 
19. How many of the Old Testament books can you list from memory?
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SUMMARY WORKSHEET:  Write answers and prepare well.X X
1. What lesson focus will you communicate? (Consider truths about God and current applications.)

 2. How will you present the lesson? (Read the passage summary for ideas.)
Beginning statement:

Outline, dialogue, action, sounds, illustrations, etc.:

 

Ending statement:

3. What questions will you ask? (Use: who, what, when, where; and how and write answers.)
a.

     b.

     c.

     d.

     e.




