DAILY STUDY

Lesson 44: The Resurrection of Christ

Passage: Read 1 Corinthians 15 - 16 Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:58

Explain the gospel as described in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.

How is the gospel important to you?

What happened according to 1 Corinthians 15:4?

To whom did Jesus appear according to 1 Corinthians 15:5-87

What does Paul say about himself in 1 Corinthians 15:9-117

Why is the resurrection important according to 1 Corinthians 15:12-207?

Extra: What Scripture references to the resurrection help you understand its reality?
What did one man (Adam) bring? (1 Cor. 15:21)

Explain the story from Genesis 3.

DAY 2 O FIND the FACTS:

L

2.

10.

What is important about the second part of 1 Corinthians 15:21? Who was this man? (1 Cor. 15:22)
What will happen according to 1 Corinthians 15:22-23?

What will happen according to 1 Corinthians 15:24-267

What will happen according to 1 Corinthians 15:27 -287?

What was happening according to 1 Corinthians 15:29?

What important points are made in 1 Corinthians 15:31-347?

Give an illustration of the point being made in 1 Corinthians 15:35-39.

What point is 1 Corinthians 15:40-41 making?

Make a chart of the contrasts in 1 Corinthians 15:42-50. What does this section tell you?

What magnificent mystery is explained in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, and what is its explanation?
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DAY 3 .“ VERSE ANALYSIS: Please fill in the missing words.

2.

3.

1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be , iImmovable, always abounding in the
of the , knowing that your /s not in the Lord.

Define these words as used in 1 Corinthians 15:58:

steadfast -

immovable -

abounding -

work -

in vain -

How do the definitions of the previous words help you understand 1 Corinthians 15:58?

What does 1 Corinthians 15:58 say to you?

DAY 4 @ THINK it THROUGH:

1

2.

10.

1L

What did Paul tell the people in 1 Corinthians 16:1-47?

How is this important to you?

What do you know, or what can you find out about Macedonia? Mark Macedonia on the maps in the back.
What did Paul tell the people in 1 Corinthiians 16:5-97?

How is this important?

What did Paul say about Timothy? (1 Cor. 16:10-11)

What did Paul say about Apollos? (16:12)

List the things Paul urged the people to do in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14.

What did Paul say about Stephanas and the others? (16:15-18)

How are these people an example to you?

How does Paul end the letter? (16:19-24)

DAY 5 ﬁ CONSIDER 1 CORINTHIANS:

1

N

Five witnesses to the well-documented resurrection of Jesus Christ are in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.
Give the verses for each of these witnesses: a) the church ___ | b) the Scriptures
7777777 d) a special witness ___e) the unity of the message by all the witnesses
How is each of the witnesses to the resurrection important to you?

Three types of individuals witnessed the resurrection: a coward, an unbeliever, a persecuter of the church. Who were
these men, and how are their testimonies significant?

Which chapter or truth of 1 Corinthians is most challenging (encouraging) to you, and how? What do you need to do?

-

D-28 Paul’s Letters: An Overview, Quarter &4 LOT © 2004



PASSAGE THOUGHTS

Lesson 44: The Resurrection of Christ

Paul has just given a thorough response to
questions the Corinthian believers had asked. The
former lifestyle and habits of the Gentile believers
are interfering with having proper responses and
actions in the church. Their tendency is to revert to
former patterns of living and to bring that baggage
into the church. Itis to their credit that they were
asking questions. Those who are not asking ques-
tions usually are confident in their own self-
sufficiency. Not much can be taught to those kinds
of people.

After having dealt with a number of troubling
issues, Paul turns his and their thoughts to the very
foundation of their new life in Christ. Paul reminds
them that he had given them the gosepl in the past
and that they had responded to it. True saving faith
brings about growing obedience to the Word of
God. Even their questions evidence the work of
the Holy Spirit in convicting them of sin and right-
eousness and judgment. It is evidence that God
was holding onto them. One who lets go of the
things of God can only do so when he is the one
doing the holding. God does not let go.

The Old Testament points forward to Jesus'
death, burial and resurrection through the prophets
in such passages as Genesis 22:8, 14; Psalm
16:8-11; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53 and Hosea 6:2.

Paul reviews the testimony of eyewitnesses.
Of the apostles Jesus appeared to Peter first. Pe-
ter had forsaken the Lord, but the Lord graciously
did not forsake Peter. Then Jesus appeared to the
twelve who became the apostles who laid the
foundation of the New Testament church (Eph.
2:20). They were reliable witnesses to the most
important event in history who were well known.
Then He appeared to a crowd of five hundred who
could verify His resurrection. Special note is made
of Jesus’ appearance to those who were skeptics.

Then Jesus appeared after His ascension to a
special witness, Paul, who was diligently persecut-
ing the church. Paul was amazed to have been
called to the position of an apostle, and he never
got over the wonder of God’s great mercy and
grace. Paul saw who he really was, an enemy of
God, and he was dramatically revolutionized into a
person who would spend the rest of his life build-
ing the church.

We have seen the testimony of the church,
the Scriptures, eye witnesses, a special witness
and there has been a common message by every-
one. The New Testament church did not question
the resurrection. We have details of the witness of
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a coward, Peter, an unbeliever, James the brother
of Jesus, and a persecuter of the church, Paul.

The resurrection of Christ is important be-
cause the gospel is meaningless and worthless
without it. Man's beliefs about death range from
utter extinction to reincarnation in some alternate
form. Greek philosophy of that time held to dual-
ism where the spiritual good which should be im-
mortal was separated from the evil physical body at
death. To be shackled with the idea of a resur-
rected body was a frightful prospect.

Paul deals with those who deny resurrection
in general and those who cannot understand how
resurrection could happen. He demonstrates that
the resurrection is not only possible but essential
to the faith. To deny the resurrection would cause
all the witnesses to have been liars. Sin would still
prevail,former believers would have perished and
Christians would be the most pitiable people.

If there were no resurrection, there would be
no subjects for God's eternal kingdom (Lk. 1:33).
Christ was the first to be raised never to die again.
Adam brought sin and death; Christ brings life.
Christ’s resurrection is the first fruits which means
it is the beginning of the resurrection of the church
- those believers who have died from Pentecost
until the rapture. The living saints will join them in
the air (1 Th. 4:16). Revelation 20:4 tells of some
who died during the Tribulation coming to life to
reign with Christ for a thousand years. At the end
of the thousand years is another resurrection when
those whose names are not in the book of life will
be thrown into the lake of fire with the devil who
deceived them.

Also at the end of the thousand years Christ
will take rightful possession of the title deed to the
earth. He will have abolished all enemies including
death. Then Christ will deliver up the kingdom to
the God and Father.

1 Corinthians 15:29 is a difficult verse to un-
derstand. Some take it to describe some sort of
salvation. However, nowhere in Scripture is bap-
tism a means of salvation. Instead, the testimony
of joy and peace from someone who is dying has
motivated individuals to turn to God for salvation.
Perhaps Paul’s presence at Stephen’s death had
influenced his life. The resurrection is also a moti-
vation for service and sanctification through future
accountability.

Continued on page 82

PRAYER: Father, thank you for the resurrection of
Your Son Jesus who gave Himself for us.
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passage together in order to strengthen your relationship with God, your family and others.

PREPARE to SHARE: Review the passage, and use the questions to help draw the]] M

FOCUS: Christ died, was buried and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.

A. OBSERVE &' O .

1. Who are the main and other characters?
2. Where is the action taking place, and what are the characters doing?

3. What words or phrases: a.occur frequently; b. should be defined?
a.

4.  What qualities, promises and/or commands of God do you see in this passage?

os]

. SUMMARIZE
Into what 2-4 sections would you divide this passage? Label the sections.

—

2. What information can be added by cross references?

3. Make a summary statement of ten words or less, uniquely identifying the passage.

APPLY @ A:

1. From this passage what can you:
a. praise God for?

o

b. thank God for?
c. pray for yourself, your family and others?
2. To apply this passage you would:
3. What applications can be made as questions?
a.

b.
C.

D. SHARE !&é \’*/}:f

1. What important points do you want to communicate to others, and how?
a.
b.

C.
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PASSAGE SUMMARY

Lesson 44: The Resurrection of Christ

Paul reminded the
Corinthian believers of the
gospel. Christ died for our
" sins. He was buried and
S was raised again on the third

day. Christ appeared to
Cephas, the twelve, five hundred at once,
James, all the apostles, and Paul.

Paul was amazed Christ was shown to him
after he hurt the church. Paul could work more
because of God'’s grace. Their belief was
through God'’s grace.

If Christ was raised from the dead, how can
some say there is no resurrection? If there is no
resurrection, Christ could not have been raised.
If Christ was not raised, our preaching and faith
are empty. We are false witnesses, since we
said God raised Christ.

We would still be in our sins. Those who
have already died in Christ would have perished.
If the only hope in this life is in Christ, we are to
be pitied more than anyone.

Christ was raised from the dead. Through
Adam all die. Through Christ all will be made
alive. Those in Christ will be raised at His
coming.

Jesus will deliver the kingdom to God the
Father after He does away with all rule,
authority, and power. He will reign until He puts
all enemies under His feet including death. God
/s over everything. Everything is subject to God,
even the Son is subject to the Father.

If the dead do not live again, then we can eat
and drink as we want because all die. Beware,
bad company corrupts good morals. Stop
sinning since people around you have no
knowledge of God.

How are the dead raised? What you sow
has no life until it dies. You sow a bare grain,
and God gives it a body. The flesh of man,
beasts, birds, and fish is all different. Heavenly
and earthly bodlies are different. Their glory is
different. The sun, moon, and stars are different
in their glory like the resurrection of the dead. A
aying body is sown naturally in dishonor and

weakness to be raised spiritually in glory and
power. Adam was a living soul. The last Adam
Is a life-giving spirit. The first man is earthly,
the second heavenly.

We have the image of the earthy, and will
have the image of the heavenly. Flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. They
will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye. At the last trumpet there will be a
trumpet sound. The dead will be raised, no
longer able to die. Mortals become eternal.

Where is the victory and sting of death? The
sting of death is sin. The power of sin is in the
law. God gives victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Thanks be to God.

We should be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord. Your work is
not in vain in the Lord.

They should set aside gifts for the saints.
Paul would visit after going through Macedonia.
He might spend the winter with them. Paul
would stay in Ephesus until Pentecost since
there were great opportunities and adversaries.

Paul asked them care for Timothy who was
doing the Lord’s work. Paul wanted Apollos to
come to him, so Apollos would leave as soon as
possible.

They should stand in the faith like strong
men, acting in love. Paul wrote about a new
believer in Achaia, Stephanos, who served the
saints. The Corinthian believers should be
subject to those who labor in the work.
Stephanos, Fortunanus, and Achaicus had
visited and encouraged him when others could
not.

Paul sent greetings from the churches in
Asia including Aquila and Priscilla and the
church in their home. The brothers sent
greetings. They should greet one another with a
holy kiss. Paul wrote the greetings himself. He
said anyone who did not love the Lord should be
accursed. Maranatha. Paul prayed the grace of
the Lord Jesus would be with them. He sent his
love in Christ Jesus.

QUESTIONS:

What are some things Paul explained about the resurrection of Christ?

What does Paul say about Adam? What does Paul say about future things?
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l [ SUMMARY WORKSHEET: \Viite answers and prepare well. ] l

1. What lesson focus will you communicate to a friend? (Consider truths about God and current applications.)

2. How will you present the lesson? (Read the passage summary for ideas.)
Beginning statement:

Outline, dialogue, action, sounds, illustrations, etc.:

Ending statement:

3. What questions could you ask? (Use: who, what, when, where, and how; write answers.)
a.

b.
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